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love is the every only god 
 
Program note 

 
E.E. Cummings published his poem, "love is the every only god," in 1940, 
shortly after World War II began. In spite of the violence and turmoil of the 
time, this poem celebrates the joy and power of both divine and earthly love. 
My setting is a small expression of hope that love may still transform "a 
thing all small and sad—man" into a thing of beauty, like the deep song of 
the sea, or the brightness of the illimitable stars.  
 
"love is the every only god" from COMPLETE POEMS: 1904-1962, by 
E.E. Cummings, Edited by George J. Firmage, is used with the 
permission of Liveright Publishing Corporation. Copyright (c) 1940, 
1968, 1991 by the Trustees for the E.E. Cummings Trust. 
 

Text: love is the every only god 

 
love is the every only god 
 
who spoke this earth so glad and big 
even a thing all small and sad 
man,may his mighty briefness dig 
 
for love beginning means return 
seas who could sing so deep and strong 
 
one queerying wave will whitely yearn 
from each last shore and home come young 
 
so truly perfectly the skies 
by merciful love whispered were, 
completes its brightness with your eyes 
 
any illimitable star 



Notes on Performance 

 

• In each range there is one solo line. These may be sung by a single 
soloist throughout; alternatively, the various solo passages may be 
assigned to several different singers. 

 

 

• In sections K, L, and M, where "box" notation is used, each singer 
should repeat the given musical fragment independently, at a tempo of 
his or her choosing, following the conductor's dynamic indications.  
The conductor should cue the beginning of each "box," but singers in 
a section should not all begin at once.  The conductor will set the 
pacing by indicating crescendos and diminuendos, and by conducting 
the passages that are in measured time. The tempo here is up to the 
conductor, but the duration of a line of music should be about 20 to 25 
seconds (from the start of section K to the beginning of measured time 
on p. 11; and again from the end of measured time in section L to 
beginning of section M). The effect of these various fragments 
overlapping at different speeds is meant to be like the movement of 
waves seen under starlight: all reflecting differently in complex and 
varied patterns, but all reflecting the same basic light and shape. 

 

 

• Glissandi are written as thin diagonal lines, and should take up most 
of the note values in which they appear. 

 

 

• Accidentals carry through the bar, but not across octaves. 
 
 

 

  

        Andrew May, 2002 
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